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Lesson 1

Introduction to Tajweed
VIRTUES OF RECITING THE QUR’AN:

The Prophet # said:
“Whoever recites one letter of the Book of Allah %, for him will be one

hasanah (blessing); and one hasanah is worth ten others. | do not say that
Alif-Laam-Meem is one letter, but Alif is one letter, Laam is one letter and
meem is one letter.” (Tirmidhi)

If Alif-Laam-Meem is that of Surah Feel then the reward will be thirty and if it
is the Alif-Laam-Meem of Surah Bagarah then it will be ninety because Alif is
made up of three letters (Alif-Laam-Faa) and Laam is made up of three (Laam
-Alif-Meem) and Meem is made up of three (Meem-Yaa-Meem) So
altogether there are nine letters so ninety rewards.

VIRTUES OF STUDYING AND TEACHING QUR’AN:
The Prophet # said:
“The best of you is the one who learns the Qur’an and teaches it.” (Bukhdri)

All the subjects studied are in essence a study of the Holy Qur’an because it
is the root source of Islam.

WHY STUDY TAJWEED?
The Prophet #£ said:
“The Qur’an will either be a witness in favour of you or against you” (Muslim)

The Qur’an will be in favour of those who fulfil the rights the Qur'an. What
are the rights of the Qur’an?

a) To recite the Qur'an (according to the laws of Tajweed)

b) To understand the Qur’an

c) To practice upon the Qur'an 4



WHY IS TAJWEED IMPORTANT?
In the Qur’an Allah 4
“And recite the Qur’an in slow, measured, rhythmic tones.” (Muzammil : 4)

says:

In the explanation of this verse Ali « says: “Tarteel means to know the

Tajweed of the letters and recognise the places of pausing.”

WHAT IS TAJWEED?
Tajweed literally means ‘To do something well’.

When used in relation to the Holy Qur'an it means the following:
‘To give every letter its right by making sure they are pronounced properly
(from the correct makhraj) and with their specific characteristics’.

The purpose of Tajweed is to recite the Holy Qur'an in the exact same
manner it was revealed to and recited by the Prophet #.



Lesson 2
Major and Minor Errors

Whilst reading the Qur’an a person can make two types of errors:
1) Major Errors J’f
2) Minor Errors u”f

It is necessary to refrain from both major and minor errors, especially as
some errors result in the meaning of the Qur'an being changed and
sometimes this change can be so severe that if this was to be read in Salah
then the Salah would become invalid.

MAJOR ERRORS:

There are five types of major errors:

1) To recite one letter in place of another. Example: i\.&.éj/\ instead of M/\
2) To add a letter to a word. Example: 5:\-353/\ instead of Mi

3) To delete a letter from a word. Example: :\Li 63 instead of :\35-3 ('j

4) To recite one harakah in place of another. Example: To read 3\3,! as @@

5) To recite a harakah in place of a Sukoon. Example: Coas) instead of

MINOR ERRORS:
These are those errors that a person makes which are related to the beauty

of the Holy Qur’an.

Example: A person does not read the letter ) full mouth when supposed to

or a person does not do a Ghunna or Ikhfaa etc. when supposed to.



lLesson 3
Important Terms

HARAKAAT:
A letter with a Harakah on it is called a MUTAHARRIK.
There are three harakaat:

-~ }

Fatha = Kasra = / Dhamma =
Z 2
Example: The word d:}-" has three Mutaharrik letters.

TANWEEN:
These make a sound similar to Noon Saakin,
z 2R

Fathatayn = . Kasratayn=*.! Dhammatayn = .}

=z

JOINING LETTERS:
Letters are joined together by two signs:

o
a) SUKOON = .
This means that the letter has no Harakah and should be joined to the letter
before it. A letter with a Sukoon on it is called a SAAKIN.

EXAMPLE:
Ol Al
w
b) TASHDEED = *./

A Tashdeed on a letter represents two letters.

EXAMPLE: ;J‘ means that there is two of the letter &. The first is C,J‘ (a

Saakin) and the second is a Q (Mutaharrik) . A letter with a tashdeed on it

is called a MUSHADDAD.



Lesson 4

Makhaarij of Letters

MEANING OF MAKHRAJ:
Makhraj (Plural Makhaarij) is the place where the sound of the letters come

from. The following chart will show where the letters of the Arabic alphabet

come from:
A ¢ Are pronounced from the bottom part of the throat
d & Are pronounced from the middle part of the throat
'C t Are pronounced from top part of the throat
w Is pronounced by the very back of the tongue touching
S
the soft palate.
A Is pronounced by the back of the tongue (more towards
the mouth) touching the palate.
4 Are pronounced when the middle of the tongue touches
c S the middle of the palate.
. Is pronounced when the side of the tongue touches the
e gums of the upper back teeth.
J 3 Are pronounced when the front edge of the tongue
2 touches the gums of the top front teeth.
oo b Are pronounced when the tip of the tongue touches the
gums of the upper two front teeth.
Loy Are pronounced when the tip of the tongue touches the
edge of the upper two front teeth.




Are pronounced when the tip of the tongue touches the
S S, B edge of top front two teeth and slightly touches the edge
of the bottom two front teeth.

< Is pronounced when the wet part of the lips meet.
e Is pronounced when the dry part of the lips meet.
Is pronounced when both lips do not touch completely.
2
J Is pronounced when the edge of the top two front teeth

touches the bottom lip.

‘ (Maddah) Are pronounced from the emptiness of the

¢ 9

3

mouth.

Note: To be able to practice the Makhaarij of the letters place a Sukoon on
any letter and add a Mutaharrik letter before it.
Example:

—n\
—\
-\

ool @



Lesson 5
Rules of Noon Saakin and Tanween

There are four rules for Noon Saakin and Tanween:

1) IKHFAA

LITERAL MEANING OF IKHFAA:
Ikhfaa literally means to hide or to conceal

THE RULE OF IKHFAA:
If after Noon Saakin or Tanween any one of the fifteen letters of Ikhfaa come

then a light sound will be made from the nose for the duration of one alif.
(One second)

THE FIFTEEN LETTERS OF IKHFAA:

882Lbb p pppydogeo

IMPORTANT NOTE:

When pronouncing Ikhfaa the Makhraj of Noon will be very lightly applied
along with taking the sound into your nose to conceal the noon.

Ghunna and lkhfaa are different in pronunciation because in Ghunna the
tongue touches the Makhraj firmly and in Ikhfaa it touches slightly.

EXAMPLES:
°% ° °}/~°ﬂ’f’ 8224 o D R
J= o ks Sy s g A

F al L;Jﬁ S 1S

o -

ILds Qi 138

o\

Y,
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2) IDGHAAM

LITERAL MEANING OF IDGHAAM:
Idghaam literally means to merge or to enter one thing into another.

THE LETTERS OF IDGHAAM:

Osdeyy

THE RULE OF IDGHAAM:
There are two parts to this rule:

a) Idghaam with Ghunna: If after Noon Saakin or Tanween the letters

PRRC
appear then the letters will be joined to the Noon Saakin or tanween with a
nasal sound.
EXAMPLES:

]

o & \:s 3 o0~ a8 - ] ‘;f« o ~
gt PR e ST R
b) Idghaam without Ghunna: If after Noon Saakin or Tanween the letters

) d

appear then they will be joined without any nasal sound. (Ghunna)
EXAMPLES:

( & (278~ :)jh1 PR 1% o
Vi) 14 QS o & e
IMPORTANT NOTE:
Notice in the examples that the noon Saakin is not pronounced but rather

the noon Saakin is joined to the next letter and this is represented with the

tashdeed.
11



3) QALB

LITERAL MEANING OF QALB:
Qalb literally means to change one thing into another.

THE LETTER OF QALB:

THE RULE OF QALB:

If after Noon Saakin or Tanween the letter & appears then the Noon Saakin

or Tanween will be changed into a Meem and be read with a light nasal
sound (Ikhfaa) for the duration of one second. (One Alif)

EXAMPLES:
B aw® 25 et
By e S\ e o) (R
IMPORTANT NOTE:

When doing the lkhfaa in Qalb (and Meem Saakin lkhfaa) the sound of the
Meem will be hidden like in Noon Saakin and Tanween |khfaa. So the lips for
the Meem will not completely be joined but will partially be left apart and in
Meem Ghunna the lips will be completely together.

12



4) IZHAAR

LITERAL MEANING OF IZHAAR:
Izhaar literally means to pronounce the letters clearly without any change.

THE LETTERS OF IZHAAR:

tece 2

THE RULE OF IZHAAR:
If after Noon Saakin or Tanween any of the above letters appear then the

Noon Saakin or Tanween will be read clearly with no nasal sound (lkhfaa/
Ghunna)

EXAMPLES:
04 o 4 oi f/
770 OFR
N L A
IMPORTANT NOTE:

If an Alif has got a harakah on it then it is actually a Hamza because in Arabic
the letter Alif is only used for stretching.

The letters of Izhaar are also known as Al Huroof ul Halgiyyah and can be
remembered in the following order:

i
T &

A s

13



Lesson 6

Rules of Meem Saakin

In order to differentiate between the rules of Noon Saakin and Tanween and
Meem Saakin the rules relating to Meem Saakin will have the word SHAFAWI
added to them. This is because the letter Meem is pronounced from the lips.

There are three rules for Meem Saakin.

1) IKHFAA SHAFAWI

If after a Meem Saakin the letter «* appears then the Meem Saakin will be

pronounced with a light nasal sound for the duration of one Alif.

EXAMPLES:

—n\

°
A
P

NOTE: The pronunciation of Ikhfaa Shafawi is the same taught in the lesson
of Qalb. Therefore refer to your notes if you forgot.

2) IDGHAAM SHAFAWI

If after a Meem Saakin the letter @ appears then the two Meems will be

merged together (represented by a tashdeed on the second Meem) and be
pronounced with Ghunna.

EXAMPLES:

14



3) IZHAAR SHAFAWI

If after a Meem Saakin any other letter of the Arabic alphabet apart from

or @ appear them the Meem Saakin will be read clearly with no nasal sound.

EXAMPLES:

2
#

-

e
—n\ (;z\
T
—un\

2
g

THE RULE OF GHUNNA

w

If the following two letters have a tashdeed {.* on them, then a sound will be

made from the nose for the duration of one second. (one Alif)

The letters are:

eb

EXAMPLES:

15



Tajweed Rules Progress Chart

Each rule of Tajweed you learn will be assessed in three stages:

1) Memorisation of the rule
2) Recognition of the rule

3) Application of the rule
As you complete each stage you must get it signed off by your teacher.

Rules of Noon Saakin & Tanween

Name of Rule

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

Teacher’s Sign

Ikhfaa

Idghaam

Qalb

Izhaar

Rules of Meem Saakin & Ghunna

Name of Rule

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

Teacher’s Sign

Ikhfaa

Idghaam

Izhaar

Ghunna

16



Rules of Madd

Name of Rule

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

Teacher’s Sign

Madd Asli/
Leen

Madd
Muttasil

Madd
Munfasil

Aaridh Waqfi/
Leen Aaridh

Kilmi

Muthaqqal

Kilmi
Mukhaffaf

Rules of Full Mouth Letter, Alif & I.aam

Name of Rule

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

Teacher’s Sign

Full Mouth

Alif

Laam of Allah

17



Rules of Raa

Name of Rule

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

Teacher’s Sign

Raa
Mutaharrik &
Mushaddad

Raa Saakin
Part 1

Conditions in
Raa Saakin

Raa Saakin
Part 2

Rules of Qalqgalah & Stopping

Name of Rule

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

Teacher’s Sign

Qalqgalah

Rules of Waqf

Signs of Waqf

18



Hitz Progress Chart

Surah Name

Date Completed

Teacher’s Sign

Surah Naas

Surah Falaq

Surah lkhlaas

Surah Lahab

Surah Nasr

Surah Kaafiroon

Surah Kawthar

Surah Maa’oon

Surah Quraysh

Surah Feel

Surah Humazah

Surah ‘Asr

Surah Takaathur

Surah Qaariah

Surah ‘Aadiyaat

Surah Zilzaal

Surah Bayyinah

Surah Qadr

Surah ‘Igra

Surah Teen

Surah Alam Nashrah

Surah Duhaa

19



Lesson 7
Introduction to Madd and I.een

DEFINITION OF MADD:
The literal meaning of Madd is to extend a thing from its original place.

The technical meaning of Madd is to prolong the letters Madd or Leen.

THE LETTERS OF MADD:
There are three letters of Madd:

1) Alif | that has a Fatha before it. Example J\é

A standing Fatha is the same as Alif that has a Fatha before it. ;,

2) Yaa Saakin ::G that has a Kasra before it. Example g\-;:%

A standing Kasra is the same as Yaa Saakin that has a Kasra before it. ?
3) Waaw Saakin 5 that has a Dhamma before it. Example -53953

A upside down Dhamma is the same as Waaw Saakin that has a Dhamma
before it. it

This is called MADD E ASLI. The duration of this Madd is ONE ALIF/ONE
SECOND

THE LETTERS OF LEEN:
There are two letters of Leen:

1) Yaa Saakin L:S that has a Fatha before it. Example &;,‘

2) Waaw Saakin 5 that has a Fatha before it. Example J’J}ff

The letters of Leen are to be read QUICKLY without any stretch.

20



Lesson 8

Rules of Madd

MADD MUTTASIL
RULE:

If after any of the letters of Madd the letter HAMZA appears in the SAME

WORD then it is called Madd Muttasil.

DURATION:
Madd e Muttasil will be stretched for 4 — 5 ALIFS/SECONDS.

EXAMPLES:
YT TRICTRP
Lp slolr j 5ol
MADD MUNFASIL
RULE:

If after any of the letters of Madd the letter HAMZA appears in the beginning

of the NEXT WORD then it is called Madd Munfasil.

DURATION:
Madd e Munfasil will be stretched for 3 — 4 ALIFS/SECONDS.

EXAMPLES:

——n\

o
=
o
\
o
\
—-
‘%
w o\
\
o
i SN
o
Ca
N\ —

21



MADD AARIDH WAQFI
THE RULE OF WAQF (STOPPING):
If the last letter of the word on which you are going to stop has any of the
harakaat apart from Fathatayn then the harakah will be changed into a
Sukoon.
AARIDH WAQFI:
If before the last letter is a letter of Madd then this is Madd Aaridh Wadfi.

DURATION:
Madd Aaridh Waqfi will be pulled for 1, 2 OR 4 ALIFS/SECONDS.

EXAMPLES:
el Wi el i
RN PRI
FERES

MADD E LEEN AARIDH

Is the same rule as above except LETTER OF MADD will be changed to LETTER
OF LEEN.

DURATION:
Madd e Munfasil will be stretched for 1 ALIFS/SECONDS.

EXAMPLES:

e 2>



MADD LAAZIM KILMI MUTHAQQAL

RULE:
If after any of the letters of Madd there is a Tashdeed and both are in the
SAME WORD then this is called Madd Laazim Kilmi Muthaqqal.

DURATION:
This Madd will be stretched for 5 ALIFS/SECONDS.

EXAMPLES:

MADD LLAAZIM KILMI MUKHAFFAF

RULE:
If after any of the letters of Madd there is a Sukoon and both are in the SAME
WORD then this is called Madd Laazim Kilmi Mukhaffaf.

DURATION:
This Madd will be stretched for 4 ALIFS/SECONDS.

EXAMPLES:
A1

Note: This is the only word in the Qur’an where this rule is found.

23



Lesson 9

Full Mouth Ietters

From all the Arabic letters seven are always read full mouth, even if they
have a Kasra on it or before it. These seven letters are:

S¢ bbb p ez
To make it easier one could remember them using the following sentence:

°
!. ’é ! % @ 2,
> < ‘P

All the other letters of the Arabic alphabet are read empty mouth. However,
three are such that sometimes they are full mouth and sometimes empty.
They are Alif, the Laam of Allah and Raa.

Lesson 10
Rules of Alif

There are two rules:

1) If before the letter Alif there is a full mouth letter then the Alif will be read
with a full mouth.

Example:

e pe Ji

2) If before the letter Alif there is a empty mouth letter then the Alif will read
with a empty mouth.
Example:

1‘ “ 7
Lasls b
Note: The same rules also apply for standing up Fatha because a standing up

Fatha represents a Alif. So if a full mouth letter has a standing up Fatha then
it will be read full mouth and likewise for empty mouth letter.

24



Lesson 11
Rules of the LL.aam of Allah

There are also two rules:

1) If the letter before the Laam of Allah has a Fatha or Dhamma then the
Laam of Allah will be read with a full mouth.
Example:

A e A A

2) If the letter before the Laam of Allah has a Kasra then the Laam of Allah
will be read with an empty mouth.
Example:

IRUTE g (P

AL
Note: In both rules the word ¢+U\ is also included.

25



Lesson 12
Rules of Raa

RAA MUTAHARRIK & RAA MUSHADDAD

There are two rules

1) If a Raa Mutaharrik or Raa Mushaddad has a Fatha or Dhamma on it then
the Raa will be pronounced full mouth.

Example:

R 78 ?ﬂ g
e Wy &
2) If a Raa Mutaharrik or Raa Mushaddad has a Kasra on it then it will be

pronounced empty mouth.
Example:

B eS s 8

RAA SAAKIN (PART 1)

Here we are looking at that Raa Saakin which has a letter with a Harakah
directly before it. There are also two rules:

1) If before a Raa Saakin the letter has a Fatha or Dhamma on it then the Raa
Saakin will be read with a full mouth.

Example:

S PR - 0%
O grr I J.a)\
2) If before a Raa Saakin the letter has a Kasra on it then the Raa Saakin will

be read empty mouth.
Example:

26



However in the following three situations despite there being a Kasra before
the Raa Saakin the Raa Saakin will be read full mouth:

1) If the letter after the Raa Saakin is a full mouth letter.

Example:

dp sy b alois
Note: These are the only four examples found in the Qur’an of this situation.

2) If the Kasra and the Raa Saakin are in separate words.
Example:

Z
3

150 ol
3) If the Kasra is temporary.
Example:

Cas)

Note: A temporary Kasra is that Kasra which will only be used if you are not
joining on from the previous word. (This will usually happen after a Waqf)

:?@‘Tm Lh

Example:

=

In this example if you were to carry on reading and not stop at the sign the
Alif would be ignored and you will join the Taa to the Raa. If you were to stop
on the Taa then the Alif would be given a Kasra and you would carry on. This
Kasra is temporary because it is only used when needed (if you were to stop).

27



RAA SAAKIN (PART 2)

This set of rules regarding Raa Saakin will usually only apply when a person
does waqf (stops) on a Raa. (If a person stops on a Raa Mutaharrik, as long as
it is not a Fathatayn, then the harakah will be changed into a Sukoon)

In this set of Raa Saakin rules the letter before the Raa Saakin will also have a
Sukoon on it and the letter before that will be a Mutaharrik. Look at the
example below:

There are three rules:

1) If the Mutaharrik letter has a Fatha or a Dhamma then the Raa will be
pronounced full mouth.

Example:

.’j o R "o -
ST Il
2) If the Mutaharrik letter has a Kasra then the Raa will be pronounced

empty mouth.
Example:

Jgd ’ﬁ ;.\.‘\ \‘9....4

3) However if the letter directly before the Raa Saakin is a Yaa Saakin then no
matter what the Harakah is the Raa Saakin will always be read empty mouth.
Example:

JJ-U }-.0.3

28



Lesson 13
Rule of Qalqgalah

If the following five letters have a Sukoon on it (either because it has a Saakin
or due to stopping) then they will be pronounced with an echo. The five

letters are:
S o ba
To make it easier one could remember them using the following sentence:

g .t 4
NESNEAY

Example:

i ol

29



Lesson 14
Rules & Signs of Waqf

MEANING OF WAQF:
Wagf means to stop or pause. While reciting the Qur’an a person must make

sure they stop at the correct place in order to ensure that the meaning of the
Qur’an is not distorted.

There are two things we need to know about Waqf:

1) How to stop correctly

2) The signs of stopping

HOW TO DO WAQF?
There are four rules relating to stopping:

1) If the last letter of the word on which you are going to stop has a round taa

8 then this round taa will be changed into a small haa 2

Example:
o, ’.’.ﬁ/

2) If the last letter of the word on which you are going to stop has a
Fathatayn on it then you will remove one Fatha and read it as Madd Asli.
Example:

\é-\jéﬂ— \.,-\33\
3) If the last letter of the word on which you are going to stop has any of the
harakaat apart from Fathatayn or standing up Fatha then the harakah will be

changed into a Sukoon.
Example:

30



4) If you need to stop at a place where there is no stop sign then you must do

the following:

a) Stop at the end of a word, not in the middle

b) Follow the same three rules as above

c) You must go back a couple of words and carry on with your recitation

THE SIGNS OF WAQF:

] Compulsory stop
5
® b Necessary stop
XaSo Stop vocal sound for a moment without
8w breaking breath
Y Necessary to continue, do not pause
e O . _
SR Desirable to continue, do not pause
I
Cis Recommended pause
G Optional to pause or continue
C d You must stop at one of the signs and carry on
at the other

31
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