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IN ACCORDANCE WITH EFFORTS
HEIGHTS CAN BE ATTAINED

WHOEVER SEEKS HEIGHTS
STAYS AWAKE IN THE NIGHTS

BUT WHOEVER SEEKS HEIGHTS
WITHOUT TRYING TO STRIVE

ONLY WASTES AWAY HIS LIFE
CHASING THE IMPOSSIBLE

YOU SEEK TO POSSESS HONOUR
BUT SLEEP THE NIGHT AWAY

THE ONE WHO SEEKS PEARLS
MUST DIVE INTO THE OCEAN
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VIRTUES OF ILM

“Welcome to the seeker of knowledge! The angels surround the seeker of knowledge and shade
him with their wings then they pile on top of each other until they reach the heaven of the world,
out of their love of that which he is seeking.” Muiam-ulKabin

Allah will exalt those of you who believe and those who are given knowledge
in /’Iigh degrees_ (Qur'an 58:11)

Only those fear Allah from among His servants who are Ulamd (have firm knowledge). @ 3528

Read in the name of your Lord Who created. He created man from a clot. Read, and your Lord is
Most Honourable, Who taught (to write) with the pen. Taught man what he knew not. @ 96:1-

Ar-Rahmadn! He has taught the Qur'an. He created man. He taught him eloquent speech. (@ran>514

VIRTUES OF ILM : A DUTY

“Seeking knowledge is incumbent upon every Muslim. And indeed the seeker of knowledge, every-
thing seeks forgiveness for him, even the fishes in the sea.” (bnMaa

“A man shall be asked concerning five things on the day of resurrection: concerning his life; how
he spent it, concerning his youth; how he grew old, concerning his wealth; whence he acquired it,
and in what way he spent it, and what he did with the knowledge that he had.” i

“A believer is never satiated with gainful knowledge. He goes acquiring it until his death and entry
into Paradise.” Mmidh

“The most upright ones of every successive generation will carry this IIm. They will purify it from

the falsification of the extremists, and the assumptions of the liars, and the misinterpretation of
the fools.” ®aihaab

VIRTUES OF ILM : STATUS

“Whoever travels a path in search of knowledge, Allah will make easy for him the path to Paradise.
Verily, the angels lower their wings for the seeker of knowledge out of pleasure of what he is do-
ing. Verily, the inhabitants of the heavens and the earth, even the fish in the depths of the water,
seek forgiveness for the Alim (scholar). Verily, the virtue of the scholar over the worshiper is as the
superiority of the moon over all the other heavenly bodies. Verily, the scholars are the inheritors of
the Prophets. Verily, the Prophets do not leave behind gold or silver coins, but rather they leave
behind knowledge. So whoever has taken hold of it, has been given an abundant share/
fortune." (Abu Dawud)

“And those persons who assemble in one of the houses of Allah, reciting the Book of Allah and
studying it amongst themselves, there will descend upon them Sakinah (tranquillity) and Rahmah
(mercy) will cover them. And the angels surround them, and Allah mentions them in the presence
of those near Him.” Mustim

“The most superior among you are those who learn the Qur'an and teach it.” ®ham

“If Allah wants to do good to a person, he grants him Figh (comprehension) of the religion.” ®ukha
“Do not wish to be like anybody except in two cases: A man whom Allah has given wealth and he
guides him to spend it (all) the right way, and a man whom Allah has given Hikmah (religious wis-
dom) and he gives his verdicts according to it, and teaches it to the people.” ®ukhariand Muslim)

“May Allah cause his face to shine, the man who hears something from us and conveys it as he

heard it. For it is sometimes the case that perhaps the one to whom it is conveyed may preserve it
better than the one who hears it.” (nMaah



“A single scholar of religion is more formidable against Shaitan than a thousand (devout) worship-
pers.” (Tirmidhi)

VIRTUES OF ILM : REWARD

“The superiority of a scholar who observes the prescribed prayer and then sits down to teach peo-
ple goodness, over the worshipper who observes fast during the day and worships during the
night, is like my superiority over the lowest in rank amongst you.” rmidn

“O Abu Dharr! That you set out in the morning and learn one Ayah from the Book of Allah is better
for you than to pray one hundred (optional) Rak’ah. And that you set out and in the morning and
learn one Bab (chapter/category) of knowledge, regardless if it is applied or not applied, it is better
for you than to pray one thousand Rak’ah.” (b Maah

“The noblest charity is that a Muslim acquires some knowledge, then imparts it to a brother Mus-
Iim.” (Ibn M3jah)

“When a person dies, his deeds are cut off except for three: Continuing charity, knowledge that
others benefited from, and a righteous child who supplicates for him.” Trmidn

VIRTUES OF ILM : A RESPONSIBILITY

“He who acquires knowledge by which Allah’s pleasure is sought, he does not acquire it but to
gain worldly good, will not sense the odour of the Paradise on the Day Of Resurrection.” oMb

“The knowledge from which no benefit is derived is like a treasure out of which nothing is spent in
the cause of Allah.” (Tirmidhp

“He who is asked about knowledge and conceals it will be bridled on the Day of Judgment with a
bridle of fire.” “bubawud

“Seeking knowledge is incumbent upon every Muslim, and he who imparts knowledge to those
who do not deserve it, is like one who puts a necklace of jewels, pearls and gold around the neck
of swines.” (bnMajab

“Do not acquire knowledge in order to vie with scholars, and to wrangle with the foolish, and to sit
in the best seats. Whoever does that his abode will be the Fire, the Fire.” (bnHibban

“Verily, Allah does not take away knowledge by snatching it from the servants. But He takes away
knowledge by taking away the Ulama (i.e. their death). Such that when He leaves no scholar left,
the people will take ignorant ones as leaders. Then they are asked, and they will give religious ver-
dicts without any knowledge. Thus they themselves are astray and lead others astray.” (Gukhariand Muslim

Sayyidina Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud said: “Yours is the age in which desires are restrained by
knowledge. A time will soon come when knowledge will be subservient to desires.”

“O Allah! | ask you for beneficial knowledge, acceptable action and good provision.” rmid

REQUIREMENTS OF ILM
REQUIREMENS OF ILM: ADAB OF ILM

Imam Ibrahim ibn Isma’il said: “We used to memorize the Hadith by practising on it.”

First and foremost, seekers must ensure that they are acquiring knowledge for the pleasure of
Allah Ta’ala. By studying the Deen, one learns what pleases and displeases Him. Then they will
bring it into correct practice; earning His Pleasure. Then they will preach it through their words
and example; pleasing Him further.

->Indeed there is for you in the Messenger of Allah, a perfect example. @ran 332D

->“Whoever acts on what he has learnt, Allah grants him knowledge of what he was unaware
Of.” (Hilyah Abu Nu’aym)



Seekers must select a good teacher and a pure source of lIm.
->Imam Abdullah ibn Mubarak said: “The Isnad (chain of transmission) is part of Deen. If it were
not for Isnad, anyone would have said what they wished.”

Seekers must work on developing a high level of Tagwa (God consciousness, dutifulness to Him
and abstention from sin).

->Fear Allah and Allah will teach you. @an02:282

->“A person is not an Alim until he acts on his knowledge.” (on Hibban

Seekers must not be distracted by excessive comfort. The illustrious scholars of the past under-
went great difficulties to acquire the smallest bits of knowledge. Seekers must regard their llm as
their most valuable possession, and must not regret or feel shame on taking this path.

->Ilmam Ibrahim ibn Adham said: “If the kings of the world and their sons knew what we have, of
blessings and happiness, they would fight us for it with their swords.”

-Imam Yahya ibn Kathir said: “Ilm cannot be gained whilst the body is in its comfort zone.”

Seekers must have a high level of respect for the sources of knowledge. This includes their books,
their teachers and the scholars of the former generations.

->Allamah Anwar Shah Kashmiri was asked how he became such a great scholar. He replied: “I nev-
er touched any Islamic book without Wudhu. When | placed the books on each other, | used to take
care of their ranks. | never put a book of Hadith over the Qur’an. | never put a book of Figh over
Hadith. | never put a book of History over a book of Figh. Even on placing the books, | used to take
care of their ranks.”

->Imam Ibn Taymiyyah said: “Assuming all the Hadith were gathered in compilations, no Alim will
know all that is contained in the books. Some person may have many books, but he is not aware of
its contents. However, those who lived before these compilations were gathered were much more
knowledgeable in the Sunnah. Their chests were their compilations and it contained much more
then these books.”

Seekers must inculcate within themselves the readiness to admit if they are wrong or do not know
something. A seeker does not justify their wrongs, but attempt to correct them; thus growing in
their learning. In short, a seeker never jeopardises their relationship with Allah Ta’ala in order to
impress people, defend their ego, or assert their dominance.

->Sayyidina Abdullah ibn Mas’ud would say: “If it (what | say) is correct, then it is from Allah. If it is
incorrect, then it is from myself and (the whisperings of) Shaitan.”

Seekers must be willing to gradually progress in their knowledge, rather than jumping on to more
difficult concepts beyond their level of grasp. A seeker must never consider themselves as having
reached a stage where they cannot learn something new.

->It is not for a human that Allah should give him the Scripture and authority and prophethood
and then he says to the people: “Be servants to me rather than Allah” but (instead they say): “Be
Rabbdniyyeen (pious scholars of the Lord) because of what you have taught of the Scripture and
because of what you have studied.” @379 Imam Bukhari explains ‘Rabbani’ as one who trains
with basic IIm before more complex matters.

->Imam Sa’eed ibn Jubayr said: “A person is a scholar as long as he continues to learn. No sooner
does he abandon knowledge, thinking that he is not in need and he is content with what he has,
then he is the most ignorant.”

A seekers does not jeopardise their studies over friendships, distractions and addictions. A seeker
does not study for the sake of examinations but for the sake of personal growth. A seeker has po-
lite manners, a forgiving heart and an accommodating attitude. They are not party to any activity
that seeks to exclude others or make anyone feel uncomfortable.

->So by the Mercy of Allah, you (O Muhammad) were gentle with them. And had you been severe
and harsh-hearted, they would have broken away from about you. @ 3159

->And verily, you (O Muhammad) are on an exalted character. @ 559

->“Verily Allah is Gentle. He loves gentleness. He gives with gentleness what He does not give with
harshness and nor anything besides it.” ™usim

In a couplet, Imam Juwayni says:
“Knowledge will not be achieved except through six things:
Intelligence, Eagerness, Effort, Competence, Company of a teacher, A long time.”



REQUIREMENS OF ILM: ADAB OF THE TEACHER

Thus it is. And he who honours the Symbols of Allah, it is truly from Taqwa of the hearts. @ 2232
‘I am for you on the status of a father, | teach you.” ™
“I have only been sent as a teacher.” (nMaah
“Part of glorifying Allah is honouring the grey haired Muslim, the one who has learnt the Qur’an by
heart without exaggerating it or ignoring its teachings, and honouring the just ruler.” “bubawud

You will find me, if Allah wills, patient, and | will not disobey you in (any) order. @ 1569
When Prophet Musa went to seek IIm from Prophet Khadir (peace be upon them both), he said the above.
The seeker should feel fully at ease placing themselves in the trust of their teacher; deferring to
their judgement and teachings of the teacher. It is the responsibility of the seeker to search for a
teacher who is worthy of this trust; one with correct Ageedah, adherence to Sunnah, good intelli-
gence and manners. If the seeker is enrolled in an institute, it is the responsibility of the institute
to provide such teachers.

A few rights of the teacher:

e The teacher should be accepted as the leader of the classroom

The teacher should be given the right to make decisions and correct the students

The teacher should not be spoken over, interrupted or ignored when speaking

The teacher should be greeted with Salam and referred to with respect

The teachers should be responded to when asking a question or requesting something
The teacher’s flaws should be overlooked in favour of the benefit they give

The teacher should not be backbitten or treated with suspicion or anger

The teacher’s advice should be sought and not ignored when given

The teacher should not be mocked, humiliated or argued with

The teacher’s personal life should be treated without nosiness or speculation

The teacher’s personal rules should be respected

The teacher should not be compared to other teachers

The teacher should themselves be approached for concerns before going to someone else
Every teacher should be respected even though some may be more beloved

Every teacher’s lesson deserves participation, homework completion, and effort

A teacher of the opposite gender should never be informal with or alone with any seeker
If a seeker is not compatible with a teacher or institute, or vice versa, then without any hard
feelings and with full respect, they can move on to one where they are

Sayyidina Ali said: “Of the rights of the scholars is that:

You greet people generally and greet him with a special greeting

Sit in front of him

Do not point with your hand in his presence, nor wink with your eye

Do not quote someone else who said opposite of what he said

Do not backbite anyone in his presence

Do not grasp him by garment

Do not insist for answers when he becomes tired

Do not ever feel you have accomplished him enough because (the teacher) is like a palm tree
from which people wait for fruits to (continue to) drop.”

->Sayyidina Umar said: “Acquire knowledge and teach people. Learn with Wagar (dignity) and Sa-
kinah (tranquillity). Humble yourselves before those teach you knowledge. Humble yourselves be-
fore those whom you teach knowledge. Do not be tyrannical scholars and thus base your
knowledge upon your ignorance.”

->Imam Abu Hanifah said: “Since my teacher Imam Hammad has passed away, | have made Du’a
for him and for my parents after every Salah. | have never ever stretched my legs in the direction
of his house despite his house located seven streets away from mine.”

->Shaykh Hadhrat Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi said: “Two practices are extremely poisonous and fa-
tal for a student; first, reinterpreting one’s mistake when admonished by a teacher. Second, to
raise objections on one’s teacher.”

->Shaykh-ul-Hadith Hadhrat Maulana Zakariyyah Kandhalwi said: “The Sunnah and known practice
of Allah is that whoever does not respect his teachers will never ever (be given the Tawfiq to) ben-
efit from the knowledge they are acquiring.”



REQUIREMENS OF ILM: ADAB OF THE LESSON

Shaykh-ul-Hadith Hadhrat Maulana Zakariyyah Kandhalwi gave 10 classroom rules to the seekers
of Ilm. The detailed version can be found in his book Ap Biti.

1.

2.
3.

Now

9.

Unauthorised absence is unacceptable. If you are ill or need leave, you must inform and have it
authorised.

You must sit in an orderly manner similar to how the Saff (rows) are straightened in Salah.
Your appearance must be proper in that it must not conflict against the Salaf (pious predeces-
sors) and Ulama. The beard should be appropriate length.

. When a narration comes with words relating to certain matters which require modesty in ap-

proaching, the teacher will translate it accurately and unambiguously. You are not to laugh at
hearing it, as it is a sign of disrespect.

Do not lean your elbow on the book.

Do not sleep in class.

Sit properly; do not sit cross legged or leaning on the wall especially in the lessons of Hadith.
Have respect for the book externally and internally.*

Wear clothing which conforms to the Shari’ah and is loose fitted. Your clothing should be dig-
nified and resemble that worn by the Ulama.

Show the utmost respects to the Imams of Hadith and Figh regardless of their school. Do not
think or speak ill of them as a result of your bias towards your own school.

10.1f you wish to query based on something which you have learned from another teacher, do so

but do not mention their name (to not create conflict between teachers or undermine a teacher).

Shaykh Mufti Muzhaffar Husain, a principle of Jami’ah Mazhahir-ul-Uloom, mentioned:

Wait for the lesson to start inside the class; do not loiter outside

Attend class and consistently so

Do not leave the classroom unnecessarily

Focus! Do not doodle, text or distract others during lesson

Do not do anything which is unrelated to the current lesson during lesson time such as groom-
ing or reading a novel

Come prepared; do not leave your books at home

Shaykh Hadhrat Maulana Muhammad Maseehullah Khan advised students (as abridged below):

Pray Salah with Jama’ah (congregation)

Adopt Tagwa

Adopt humility

Do not Interfere with Madrasah (institutional) affairs

Lower the gaze, and do not look at what is forbidden

Have polite speech

Avoid too much mixing with friends, so as not to be distracted

Respect the books, the teachers and the classroom

Make Tilawah of the Holy Qur'an

Make Mutadli’ah, I’'adah and have regular attendance to class

The purpose of study should be to practice then later on to teach others.
Do not enter the private room of others or let them enter your private room
Spend holidays under the guidance of your Shaykh (spiritual mentor)
Always think that 'Allah is watching me'

Shaykh Hadhrat Maulana Adam ibn Yusuf Lunat gives 8 advices to seekers of knowledge:

PN A WN =

Recite abundant Salawat on the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
Make abundant Istighfar

Make abundant Dua

Stay away from Laghwiyat (futilities)

Have Adab (outward respect) and lhtiram (respect in the heart)

Be punctual and regular in lessons

Concern yourself with your Islah (self-rectification)

Complete the necessary task for your lessons

* Sayyidina Umar reported in the famous Hadith known as Hadith Jibril: “We were sitting with the Messenger of Allah (peace
and blessings be upon him) one day when a man appeared with very white clothes and very black hair. There were no signs of
travel on him and we did not recognize him. He sat down in front of the Prophet and rested his knees by his knees and placed
his hands on his thighs.” The ending of the Hadith is: “The Prophet said: “Verily, he was Jibril who came to teach you your Deen”.”
This Hadith shows us the best way for a seeker to sit in front of their teacher.



REQUIREMENS OF ILM: MUTALI'AH

Imam Abu Hanifah was told about a group in the Masjid discussing Figh. He asked: “Do they have a
leader?” They replied: “No”. He said: “These people will never gain true Figh (understanding).”

What is Mutali’ah?

Mutali’ah means to look over, pre-read or pre-study the material or topic to be covered in the com-
ing lesson(s). This should take far less time than revision or homework; both of which come after
the lesson is taught. If a teacher expects you to decipher the subject material for yourself, then for
Arabic language subjects you will need to use the dictionary and look up vocabulary. If the teacher
does not expect you to do so, then just pre-reading should be sufficient. If you find this difficult to
do everyday, then read the next few chapters that will be covered in the coming week on a day
where you have less homework and more available time. Making Mutali’ah will allow you to:

e Get you acquainted with key words and definitions

Identify main themes that will be the focus of the lesson

Develop your ability to work through, translate and read texts independently

Pick up on your mistakes when the teacher explains something you misunderstood or could not
figure out when making Mutali’ah

Make note of what confused you so that you can ask the teacher to clear your confusion

Develop your confidence and grasp in lesson as everything will not be totally new for you
Understand and retain the lesson better; cutting down on revision time

For Arabic language subjects it is essential to do Mutali’ah so that you can build your Ibarah
(text reading) ability with fluency. This only comes through practice.

Should you read books not in the syllabus?

The strong seeker is one who learns the core of their knowledge through their teachers and text-
books but at the same time continues reading to gain breadth of knowledge. Read only authentic
books at your current level, with the recommendation of your teacher. Do not study texts of Hadith
or Qur’an by translation alone. It is more dangerous to misunderstand something than to be una-
ware. Develop a rapport with a scholar who you can refer to when you have questions regarding
anything that may play on your mind. Always prioritise your textbooks, and ensure you are making
even a little Tilawah (recitation of Qur’an) every day. This will add blessings to everything else.

REQUIREMENS OF ILM: 'ADAH

“There are two blessings which many people lose: health and free time." ®ukhar
“Oh Allah! Bless my Ummabh in their (work done) in the mornings.” (o Maab
It is written in the wisdom passed down from Prophet Dawud: “A sane person, unless
he is mindless, should have four hours: an hour to invoke to his Lord, an hour to count his own
deeds, an hour to contemplate about the creation of Allah and an hour for his worldly needs.”

What is I’adah?

I’adah, also called Murdji’ah, means to repeat and revise the material covered during lesson. Study
requires consistency. Consistency requires a routine. A seeker should make a daily timetable with
apportioned times for family, chores, worship and study. Everybody has different abilities as well
as methods of processing, reviewing and memorising information. Some lessons require self-study
whilst it is more beneficial in others to revise with class fellows. This is known as Mudhakarah or
Tadarus. A study group should contain a mixture of students with different abilities so that they
can help one another. Every member must participate, regardless of ability. If they are side tracked
often, then they should revise with someone else. A true seeker does not revise just before exami-
nations but regularly goes over the material covered throughout the year(s).

With recommendations from your teacher, listen to audio lectures on the subject you are studying
while you complete daily activities. You will not need to take out extra time but will pick up weeks
worth of knowledge in days. Always remember that self-study is not sufficient. Without a teacher,
exams may be passed but blessings cannot be fully attained. The heart to heart knowledge passed
on to your teacher which they will be imparting during lessons is a valuable treasure that should
not be thought of as insignificant.

“Have regularity with (recitation and study of) the Qur'an. For, by Him in Whose Hand my life is, the
Qur'an runs away (is forgotten) faster than camels released from their tying ropes.” ®ukhird



REQUIREMENS OF ILM: PUNCTUALITY

O you who believe! Fulfil promises. (@ >partof Ayah 1)

Someone who is constantly late and misses lessons without a valid reason indicates their lack of
dedication towards studies and little respect for others. These acts rob people of their time and
create unnecessary difficulties in record keeping. Often the teacher is unable to teach if many stu-
dents are absent, as the lesson requires explanation which will need to be repeated again. Difficul-
ty then arises in completing the syllabus. Do not miss lessons unless you have a valid reason.
Guests, celebrations, vacations, extra curricular activities, and not wanting to account for uncom-
pleted homework are not valid reasons. If you miss a lesson, it is your duty to seek out what was
covered. ‘l was absent’ is not a reason to not have studied that particular chapter. Always inform
the relevant person if you are going to be absent or late. Record what time you arrived so that
your records are kept accurately by the institute. If you arrive late, do not distract others.

REQUIREMENS OF ILM: PARTICIPATION

‘Indeed knowledge is (gained) through learning.” ®au-aum
“The cure for confusion is but to ask.” (b Maah
Imam Mujahid said: “Two types of people do not learn; one too arrogant and one too shy.”

There are two types of seekers: those that are active in their studies and those that are passive.
Although active students put in more work, they are less stressed and enjoy their studies more.
They make the classroom enjoyable and encourage other classmates with their enthusiasm.
Participation in lesson is indicated by:

e Eager, open and respectful body language, as opposed to irreverent and bored

e Engagement with the teacher, as opposed to refusing to answer questions or take notes

o Study of the material taught, as opposed to merely being physically present in the class

Build a comfortable relationship with the teacher. Don't think: ‘I’ll just ask my classmate later or
copy their notes’. The teacher will be able to explain to you fully and correctly. By refusing their
help, you are denying their role. It is also important to know when, how and what to ask. Unneces-
sary questions leave less time for the lesson objectives to be completed. Knowledge is providing
the right answer. Intelligence is asking the right question.

REQUIREMENS OF ILM: COMPLETING SET TASKS

Sayyidina Ali said: “When you are studying llm, protect your studies. Do not mix laughter and
futility with your studies, or the llm will leave your hearts.”

Some lessons require homework that must be memorised; others, homework that must be written
out; others, the deciphering of text; others, research. Completing set tasks is part of two of the
two part process of learning a topic. The first step is understanding it, and the second is applying
and identifying it. Homework and tests allows the teacher to know the where the gaps in under-
standing are. If you do not complete them or you copy off somewhere or someone, you are creat-
ing more problems for yourself and the class as a whole. How can the teacher help you if they can-
not gauge your ability? How can you master knowledge if you cannot be relied upon?

What does one who feels burdened with their studies do?

If you are unable to comprehend the basics of each lesson, you may have been enrolled into a divi-
sion of the curriculum which is above your current level of grasp. It is important to not jump ahead
when you have gaps in your knowledge. If you are unable to make time to study due to distrac-
tions, then you must change your lifestyle. If you are unable to make time to study due to other
responsibilities, then only take on what you are able to fulfil. This course has rights. If scholars
with weak understanding are graduated, the level of IIm within the Ummah falls. Therefore, think
carefully whether you are able to give the time and energy that this path requires before embark-
ing on it. If you truly want this, ask aid from Allah Almighty and He will open up the gates of ease
for you. A seeker who approaches their teacher for help and advice when they are struggling has
more success than one who struggles alone, fails and then approaches the teacher to excuse their
failure.



REQUIREMENS OF ILM: NOTE MAKING

“Verily, Allah loves it when one of you does an action, he does it with Itgan (meticulously).” (Tabaran

KEEP NOTES NEAT

Messy writing causes unnecessary problems for the reader, and a Believer does not like to bur-
den or stress anyone. The only cure to messy writing is to practice handwriting in your spare
time. The two most common handwriting styles are similar to calligraphic fonts ‘Naskh’ (more
rounded) and ‘Ruqg’ah’ (more angular).

Do not cramp your writing up. You may reuse your notes in the future and if you have properly
spaced them out, you will be able to add more information to previously made notes.

Some seekers struggle to keep up with writing as the teacher continues to deliver the lesson.
Do not give up writing. Keep practicing writing quickly but neatly. A little bit of effort in build-
ing this skill will save you from falling behind in the later years which are mostly lecture based.
Write Islamic and Gregorian dates. This later on helps delineate time needed to study the text.
Title all your work clearly and number your pages. If your papers become loose, you will strug-
gle to rearrange them in the correct order if they are not numbered.

When writing commentary, write the title of the chapter in larger font in a different colour. Write
the Taraf (referencing text) of the Hadith and its number in a different colour, then write the
commentary under it in black or blue ink.

Write Arabic words and sayings in Arabic, not in another language. Ask the teacher to spell
words out for you if you do not know how to write the word correctly. Students who fail to do
this have problems with basic Arabic spelling and in recognising the root letters of words.

Use a colour-coded key: One colour for the text being discussed and black or blue for the com-
mentary. Write Ayat and Ahadith in different colours, or at least apply some markings on them
in a different colour so that they are automatically distinguished from the rest of the text.

Use a writing pad instead of an exercise book. It is easier to remove mistakes, add more pages
later, and change over for the next subject. Using smaller books means going through many.
Ultimately, use what is most comfortable and convenient for you.

DO NOT WASTE TIME

Some seekers make rough/messy notes in lesson then go home and rewrite them. This doubles
the workload, increasing stress. Almost all of these type of seekers then treat actual homework
as a burden because they have created another responsibility upon themselves unnecessarily.
Save time by making notes; not a commentary on the subject. Use diagrams, tables and bullet
points to summarise full sentences.

Stories and advices given by the teacher that are not directly related to the subject material can
be written in another colour or in a separate notebook (to avoid confusion when revising).

REVERE AND HONOUR THE KNOWLEDGE

Write Salawat (salutations on the Prophet peace be upon him) out properly without abbreviating
it. As long as the salutation is on paper, you will be rewarded for it.

Write the relevant words of respect before and after the names of the pious predecessors. They
are not ordinary individuals and deserve respect when referenced.

Value your notes and take pride in them. It is advised not to sit above pages which contain Al-
lah’s Almighty Name. It is advised to sit in a humble position when making notes and when sit-
ting with one’s book. It is advised to carry one’s notes at one’s front, not in a backpack or be-
low the hip. If writing directly in the textbook, do not ruin it by making careless and messy
notes.

DO NOT BE LETHARGIC

A real seeker never relies on their class fellows to make notes. You will only damage your own
learning experience. Allowing someone else to do the work for you will be defeating the pur-
pose you signed up for. Make your own notes, and then borrow someone else’s notes to check
and correct yours if need be.

When making notes, remember to still listen and participate in class. Be present. Re-read your
notes daily or weekly to ensure you understand and to clarify missed or difficult points.

Don’t take note making as a burden. Knowledge is an honour. Ask the class who studied the
subject the previous year if you can see their books for presentation ideas.

A seeker does not rely only on the textbook alone. The teacher has much knowledge that ex-
tends beyond the textbook, which will benefit and may come up in examinations.

Try to be as accurate as possible in your notes; teachers may not check them. Don’t assume
that your notes accurately represent what the teacher has taught. You may have made a mis-
take in understanding or in writing. Therefore, revision of notes is necessary.



REQUIREMENS OF ILM: MEMORISATION AND RETENTION

So High is Allah, the Sovereign, the Truth. And (oh Muhammad) do not hasten with
(reciting) the Qur'an before its revelation is completed to you,
and say: “My Lord! Increase me in knowledge.” @ 20114
And remember your Lord when you forget. @Qran 1824
“Jibril would come to me to revise the Qur’an once every year. This year he revised with me twice.
| do not think it means anything but that my term (life) will come to an end.” ®ukha®

When it comes to translation and explanation, a seeker must not learn like a parrot, regurgitating
information without understanding it. They should instead be able to analyse, rephrase and ex-
pand on the subject matter. When it comes to learning wording of Qur’an, Hadith, sayings of the
scholars and vocabulary, there is no choice but to memorise. Memorisation by heart requires time,
effort, sacrifice and mental exertion. A teacher can only explain the lesson. They are not responsi-
ble for you remembering the lesson. In the spiritual sciences, unlike worldly sciences, there is clear
link between piety and success. Therefore, it is imperative to live a lifestyle that allows you to uti-
lise your memorising skills to the best of your ability. Scholars recommend consuming memory
boosting foods such as Zamzam, honey, water, milk, walnuts, almonds, dates, raisins, ginger, ber-
ries, greens, blackseed oil, olive oil and coffee. They recommend avoiding acidic and processes
food, and overeating. Make sure you are not lacking in vital vitamins and minerals, otherwise brain
and body function will decline. Ensure that you use the Siwak, as it brings benefit not only to one’s
spiritualty but also one’s mind and body. Use visual prompts; keep a planner, or tie a string
around your finger to remind you that you have an important task to complete. You must have a
healthy sleep schedule: Wake up before Fajr, take a siesta before or after Dhuhr, go to sleep not
long after Isha. If you have energy, wake up for in night to pray before going back to sleep again.
Monitor your time when you are using your phone, as it easy to get distracted. If you spend three
to fours hours every day wasting time, that’s a whole day you have lost in the week!
Imam Yahya ibn Yahya said: “A man asked Imam Malik ibn Anas: Oh Abu Abdullah! Is there any-
thing that will improve my memory? He said: If anything will improve it, it is giving up sin.”

One day, Imam Ghazali was returning home with his precious notes. They were looted by robbers.
When he pleaded with tearful eyes to the leader of the robbers to return his knowledge, the rob-
bers laughed and said: “What knowledge have you acquired when on the toss of a mere piece of
paper you find yourself blank?” These remarks forced Imam Ghazali to ponder and he started
learning all of his vast notes by memory. He completed this in three years.

Imam Abu Ja’far Warrdaq narrated: “l asked Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Isma’il Bukhari: “How old
were you when you began seeking knowledge of Hadith?” He replied: “I was inspired to
study Hadith while | was still memorizing the Qur’an.” | asked him: “How old were you at the time?”
He replied: “Ten years or younger. | finished memorizing it at ten. Then | went to Imam Dakhili and
others to study Hadith. One day, he said when he was teaching: “Sufyan narrated to us on the au-
thority of Abu Zubayr, who narrated to us on the authority of Ibrahim...” | said: “Abu Zubayr did
not narrate on the authority of Ibrahim.” He looked at me and | said to him: “You may refer to your
books and verify this for yourself.” So, he went and looked, then he came out and said: “So what is
the correct chain, boy?” | said: “It is Zubayr bin Udayy who narrated from Ibrahim.” He took a pen,
corrected his (present) notes and told me: “You are correct.” Some of those listening to this story
asked Imam Bukhari: “How old were you when you corrected him like this?” He answered: “Eleven.
When | reached the age of sixteen, | had memorized all of the books of Ibn Mubarak and Waki’. Af-
terwards, | went out with my mother and brother to Makkah. When | performed the Hajj, my broth-
er returned, and | stayed with my mother studying Hadith. When | was eighteen, | began to write a
book of the nar