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Thus We have sent this down an Arabic Qur'an
and explained therein in detail some of the warnings so that
they may achieve God-consciousness, or that it may cause

them remembrance.
(Holy Qur'an 20:113)

588l eglel zse 3 e lye U)o
An Arabic Qur’an without any crookedness

so that they may attain piety.
(Holy Qur’an 39:2)

5olasi x315T Gyse Ulsé 8Lyl G)
We have verily revealed it as an Arabic Qur‘an

so that you may understand.
(Holy Qur’an 12:2)



ARABIC'S DESIGNATION FOR DIVINE REVELATION

Allamah Shabbir Ahmad Uthmani (may Allah have mercy on him) writes,
‘The Arabic language, which is the most eloquent, versatile, regulated and
magnificent of all languages was chosen for the revelation of the Qur’an.
Because the Messenger (peace be upon him) was an Arab, it logically follows
that its first audience will be Arabs. Then, by means of the Arabs, this light
spread all around. The words ‘so that you may understand’ indicate the
reason for revealing the Qur’an in Arabic; that you, who are the nation of the
Messenger (peace be upon him), should first taste its knowledge and
thereafter make others do the same. So it happened like that. (Tafseer Uthmani)

Imam lbn Kathir (may Allah have mercy on him) writes,

'The Arabic language is the most eloquent, plain, deep and expressive of
the meanings that might arise in one’s mind. Therefore, the most
honourable Book was revealed in the most honourable language to the
most honourable Prophet and Messenger (peace be upon him), delivered by
the most honourable angel, in the most honourable land, starting during the
most honourable month of the year, Ramadan. Therefore, the Qur'an is
perfect in every respect.’ (Tafseer Ibn Kathir)



THE MIRACLE OF QUR'ANIC ARABIC

The Holy Qur'an is the actual words of Allah Ta'ala. It is a miracle in its
meanings and messages but also in its wording. It reaches the height of
eloquence, introduces formations previously unheard of by the Arabs, and is
inimitable. This is known as I'jaz of the Qur’an. This is an open challenge to
all rejecters and disbelievers until the day of Judgement.
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If you are in doubt about what We have revealed to Our servant,
then produce a Surah like it and call your helpers other than Allah
if what you say is true. (Holy Qur‘an 2:23)

Even the worst opponent of Islam, Walid ibn Mughairah, exclaimed about it:
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‘By Allah! It (the Qur‘an) is not like any of this (poetry). By Allah! The words

which he - Muhammad (peace be upon him) - is saying has a sweetness and

it has an elegance to it. (It is like such tree) where the upper part is fruit
bearing and the bottom is also laden with fruit. It rises without being risen
over. It vanquishes everything under it.



ACTIVITY

Ayah is a word uniquely used for the Qur’an,
different to a grammatical sentence (jJumlah) or a poetic verse (bayt).
Can you explain how?

Surah is a word uniquely used for the Qur'an, different to a story,
paragraph, chapter or a stanza. Can you explain how?

What do the words Ayah and Surah mean?
Which Ayah is considered the most eloquent Ayah in the Qur'an?
Which Ayah is the greatest Ayah in the Qur‘an?
Which Ayah is the longest Ayah in the Qur'an?

Which Ayah is the shortest Ayah in the Qur'an?



THE DIVINE PRESERVATION OF ARABIC
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We have revealed The Reminder (i.e. Qur'an) and
We will be The Ones to preserve it. (Holy Qur'an 15:9)

Allah Almighty has made a promise to Himself safequard the Qur'an. This
naturally requires the Arabic language to be preserved. All languages
gradually change and distort over time. Their grammar, spelling and
vocabulary go through additions, subtractions and substitutions. Some
become extinct while others mutate into a new language. Sanskrit and Latin,
once influential languages that are no longer spoken. Consider this line of
Beowulf in Old English, spoken around 1000 years ago: ‘Hweet! Wé Gardena
in géardagum.’ It would now be spoken as: ‘Listen! We of the Spear-Danes in
the days long gone. Consider this line from Shakespeare, spoken around
400 years ago: ‘Wherefore art thou Romeo?’ It would now be spoken as:
‘Where are you Romeo?’ The miracle of Arabic is that it is still preserved and
studied in its original form. It is widely spoken in personal, public and
professional spheres, and foreign exchanges. It is the only language
preserved due to religious devotion by Muslims. A classical Arabic speaker
today could easily communicate with an Arab from 2000 years ago.




HISTORY OF THE ARABIC LANGUAGE

Arabic is the language of the heavens which Prophet Adam (peace be upon
him) spoke in Paradise. It is said that when he descended to earth, he
spoke a similar language called Siryaniyah (Syriac). After the flood of
Prophet Nuh's people, the survivors were inspired to speak different
languages. The surviving sons of Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him) - Sam,
Ham and Yafeth - and their descendants spread out across the world and
spoke different languages. The first Arabic speaker was Ya'rub. Sam’s
descendants who settled around Arabia are Arabs. Thus, Arabic is a Semitic
language from the Afro-Asiatic branch. Some other Semitic languages:
Assyrian, Aramaic, Hebrew and Amharic. Prophet Isma’'il and his mother
Hajar (peace be upon them) were settled in Makkah Mukarramah by Allah’s
command. He grew up there and adopted the language of the Arabs who
came to settle there. The four Arab Prophets are: Hud, Salih, Shua'yb, and
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon them all).
Juc o] Gusdl &u3aJb Sl Al 356 o J_g
‘The first person whom Allah opened their tongue

to eloquent Arabic was Isma'il.
Hadith with good chain narrated by in Fath-ul-Bari (403/6)
from the book Nasb by Imam Zubair ibn Bakkar.



THE FIRST ALPHABET
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‘Enoch, and he is Idrees. He is the first to write script with a pen.
Hadith narrated in lbn Hibban's Saheeh via Abu Dharr.
Even non-Muslim historians agree that the first alphabet was a Semitic one
developed in The Fertile Crescent. The word alphabet comes from the Semitic
letters Alif-Ba-Ta. Consider some of the oldest alphabets and their similarities.
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DISCOVER ANCIENT ARABIC SCRIPT
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Discovery of palm-leaf stick in As-Sawda, Yemen.
It is a contract written in Sabaic Arabic and dates back to 5!-2nd Century B.C..

Discovery of large inscription on granite stone in Al-Ukhdud site. It mentions about a man
named Wahb Ail bin Magen that he was watering his house and perhaps his palace.



DISCOVER ANCIENT ARABIC SCRIPT

Discovery of carvings in Al-Haggan
mountain. It was written by the
merchant Ka'b bin Amr bin Abd
Manat around the year 380 A.D.

Discovery of Petroglyphs
carvings amongst many in
Bir Hima, Asir mountains.
Estimated to be recorded
around 7000-1000 B.C.



VARIOUS FORMS OF ARABIC

Classical (Fusha)

Modern
Qura’nic Standard Arabic
(Fusha)

Colloquial
(Amiyyah) &
regional dialects




INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT ARABIC

Arabic is a Semitic language from the Afro-Asiatic language family

This family has over 300 languages, Arabic is the most widely spoken
There are over 422 million Arabic speakers worldwide today, over 220
million native speakers, and millions of Muslims being able to read it

It is an official language of around 26 countries

It is one of the 6 official languages of the UN

The UN declared December 18th as Arabic National Day

Many languages have adopted Arabic words into their vocabulary
Many languages have adopted the Arabic alphabet as their own

The Arabic numerals, Algebra and most star names come from Arabic
Less than 1% of UK population can hold a basic conversation in Arabic
It takes about 1.69 years (2200 hours) for an average English speaker to

reach speaking and reading proficiency (According to 2014 study by the Foreign
Service Institute of the U.S. Department of State)

Its conciseness is unparalleled e.g. ‘haw-ga-la’ means 'he said |a hawla
wa la quwwata illa billah” and ‘sar-wa-la’ means to ‘he wore a trouser’
Its descriptiveness is unparalleled e.g. there are 300+ words for lions
The oldest form of Arabic literature is poetry



Nouns, adjectives and verbs are built on a system of tri-literal roots
There are at least 10,000 roots, branching into over 200,000 words
Gender, plurality, pronoun, tense and grammatical function do not
require a separate word but can be achieved by adding, removing or
changing letters or diacritical marks

There are three verb tenses: past, present/future, imperative

It has the most available vocabulary, with English second to it

There are 28 letters in the Arabic alphabet

Arabic script is cursive with no upper or lower cases

Each letter in a word has a different shape depending on its placing
Writing goes from right to left, while numbers are written left to right
Reading Arabic activates both the right and left hemisphere of brain,
increasing brain function (2005 study, Firas Al-Hamouri et al. NeuroReport)
Arabic calligraphy is renown for its artistic geometric and fluid look
Arabic has certain sounds that do not exist in any other language due
to their unique place of articulation

It cannot be totally transliterated into English (According to ABC News,
English translators have used at least 112 different transliterations to
identify wliall yomo Mo'ammar Gaddafi)



ROOT LETTER TREES
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admiral
adobe
alchemy
alcohol
alcove
algebra
algorithm
alkali
amber

antimony

COMMON ENGLISH WORDS FROM ARABIC

arsenic
arsenal
assassin
azure
borax
cable
caliph
camisole
chemise

camphor

carat
café
cape
case
camel
carafe
checkmate
chemistry
cheque

chess

cork
cotton
crimson
elixir
garble
gazelle
genie
gerbll
ghoul

giraffe

hazard
hookah
henna
jar
jargon
jasmine
julep
jumper
kismet
kohl

lilac

loofah
massage
magazine
magenta
mask
mattress
monsoon
mummy
(wax)
ottoman

racket

popinjay
ream (of
paper)
safari
sash
satin
scarlet
Sandal-
wood
sapphire

taffeta

typhoon
tuna
talc
sequin
sofa
talisman
tariff
wisdom
tooth
zenith

Z€ro



COMMON FOOD NAMES FROM ARABIC

apricot

aubergine

artichoke
balsamic
cumin
carob
coffee
candy
carmine
caraway

kebab

lemon
lime
marzipan
mocha
spinach
sumac
sorbet

COUSCOUs

falafel
halwa
julep
soda
sugar
sesame
sultana
saffron
syrup
sherbet

kofte

shawarma

tagine
pita
hummus
halloumi
tahini
tamarind
tandoori
tarragon
Tuna




THE ABJAD SYSTEM

This is the most common ancient Abjad system where each letter is
assigned a numerical value. Later the Arabic alphabet was organised with
similar looking letters next to each other, making it easy for non-Arabs to
memorise them. What uses do you think an Abjad system can have?
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EXERCISE IN THE ELOQUENCE OF ARABIC GRAMMAR

Consider the following words: Zayd helped Amr. There are a limited
number of ways which this can be rearranged to hold the same meaning.
In Arabic, all possible combinations hold the same meaning, adding
depth. This is possible because words have grammatical cases (I'rab).

?JJAQ J,)j )4.43 Sentence 1
31} ‘UJAQ JJ-AA. Sentence 2
ﬁ\JJAQ Jml 3,)} Sentence 3
JAG-\. ijJAQ 35[} Sentence 4
JAAJ ng ;\JJAQ Sentence 5
ng ij ;\JJAQ Sentence 6

Consider which of the sentences above would be used to answer the
following: Who helped Amr? Zayd helped whom? What did Zayd do?
What happened to Amr? Are you sure Zayd helped Amr? Are you sure it
was Amr whom Zayd helped? Did Zayd hit or help Amr?



ACTIVITY

Who was the founder of Arabic grammar and which Sahabi helped him
compose the first book of grammar?

Who first placed the dots (Nugat) on the Arabic script, known as I'jam?

Who first placed the diacritical marks (Harakat) on the Arabic script,
known as Tashkeel?

Can you figure out what the following means?
() asy () sl s () o () 2le

Do you know why grammarians use examples like Zayd and Bakr?

Do you know the joke about the person who asked,
‘Why is it that Amr is always being hit by Zayd, and not the other way round?’

Do you know the story about the student who abandoned studying grammar
after asking, 'Why did Zayd hit Amr?’



HISTORY OF DIACRITICS IN ARABIC

The earliest form of diacritics was invented
by Abu Aswad Du'ali who suggested placing
red dots to represent the three basic
Harakat. Grammarians like Nasr ibn Asim
Laithi invented dots to distinguish between
similar looking letters. Due to possible
confusion, even later grammarians stuck to
using dots to distinguishing letters and signs
for Harakat. (May Allah reward them.)

ol ysdaas Uiyl ul‘dsuus
Jaub.o.m_glv\.&..u.) ug..u |_9|).:u
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One who studies Arabic

grammar well should be able to
read Arabic without Harakat
(vowel sound diacritics). One
who studies Arabic vocabulary
well should be able to read
Arabic even without dots due to
being able to identify possible
letter combinations and
meanings.



VIRTUES OF STUDYING ARABIC FROM THE BLESSED HADITH

(O Oyl lgas] :
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‘Love the Arabs for three (reasons) :
Because | am an Arab
and the Qur’an is Arabic

and the speech of the people of Paradise is Arabic!
Hadith in Tabarani’'s Al-Kabeer, Al-Hakim’s Mustadrak and Baihagi's Shu'b-ul-
Iman via ibn Abbas. Note: There may be weakness in some of the following chains.

Gl o zbol ol dl o>,
‘May Allah have mercy on a person
who corrects his tongue!

Hadith narrated in Baihaqi's Shu’b-ul-Iman via Umar, Abu Nu'aym and Dailimi via Anas.

Dz ol o ]
‘Verily some types of eloquence is sorcery.
Hadith narrated in Sahih Al-Bukhari.



VIRTUES OF STUDYING ARABIC FROM THE PREDECESSORS

e dil oy bl 1 yac JG
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Sayyidina Umar (Allah be pleased with him) said,

'You should learn Arabic.
For verily it strengthens one's intelligence
and increases one's dignity.

Lo.g_u: d.U| u@_) LS)Sz_uJW WO _9J| | Ll (H oL S
e & gl_all |_9_J_)_C|_9 3Rl b 1508855 (il (b lgpaais
Sayyidina Umar wrote to Abu Musa Asha'ri (Allah be pleased with them),
‘Study the Sunnah well. Study Arabic well.
Learn the Qur‘an in Arabic; for it is Arabic!

[ ) daxo JU8
d>bos o Jos| Jd=>) wde quJ
Imam Muhammad ibn Sirin (Allah have mercy on him) said,
‘| did not see anything more beautiful on a person than eloquence.



DEVELOPING LOVE OF THE ARABIC LANGUAGE

The Arabic language is fondly referred to as ‘Lughat-ud-Dad (language of
the letter Dad). It is a letter unique to Arabic and difficult to pronounce.

Uq.l&dlploﬂlJb
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Imam Tha'labi (Allah have mercy on him) says,
‘Whoever loves Allah, loves his Messenger.
Whoever loves the Prophet, loves Arabs (in general).

Whoever loves Arabs, loves the Arabic language in which the greatest Book
was revealed to the greatest person from the Arabs and non-Arabs alike.
Whoever loves the Arabic language will be enriched
through it and spend his efforts in its pursuit.



POEM ON THE LOVE OF ARABIC
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THE PREDECESSORS SERIOUSNESS ABOUT GRAMMATICAL MISTAKES

- Imam lbn Taymiyyah (Allah have mercy on him) commented, ‘Most of the
misguidance of the innovators occurred because they misinterpreted the
words of Allah and His Messenger (peace be upon him) claiming that they
meant one thing, when really they meant another’

- Imam Ayyub Sakhtiyani (Allah have mercy on him) made a grammatical
error after which he said, 'l seek Allah’s forgiveness!

- A man went to Ziyad ibn Abeehi (Allah have mercy on him) and
complained to him that his father had died and his brother had taken all the
inheritance unlawfully, but made a grammatical mistake in his complaint.
Ziyad replied, ‘The loss you have caused your soul is greater than what you
have lost in your wealth!

- Umar (Allah be pleased with him) came across people doing archery
poorly and remarked on it to them. They said, ' jueolsio o096 Ll We are
learners’. It should have been ' qolsio 0496 Ll He said, '‘By Allah! Your
tongue's mistakes are more severe than your mistakes at archery.

- Imam Asma’i (Allah have mercy on him) said, ‘'The worst thing | fear for the
student who does not learn the rules of grammar is that he will fall under
the ruling of this Hadith: "‘Whoever lies against me on purpose, he should
prepare his place in the hellfire’’



ELOQUENCE OF THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD (PEACE BE UPON HIM)

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) chose not pursue reading,
writing or poetry due to Divine providence. Yet, he was and is the most
eloquent person. He is proudly referred to An-Nabi Al-Ummi; the
Unlettered Prophet. (sl sl ay o3l

‘My Lord/Nurturer taught me Adab, and how well he moulded my Adab!’

Hadith narrated in Jami us-Sagheer of Imam Suyuti and others.
The chains have weakness but the meaninng is sound.

His tribe - Quraish - were the most eloquent city dwellers. It was in their
dialect that the Holy Qur'an was revealed. He spent the first few years of
his childhood - the language acquisition years - with Banu Sa'd; the most
eloquent of the countryside tribes. The Sahabah marvelled at his speech:
el il b s du o Dliig il 38 o Dadg wysdl wyel Ul
‘I am the most eloquent of the Arabs. | was born into the Quraish and grew
up amongst the Bani Sa'd. So how could | make errors in speech?’
Hadith mentioned in Tabarani via Abu Sa‘eed Khudri, and other books of Hadith.
Slois| oMUl J faisly dailgsg oSl golg> Cuigl ol
‘| was gifted with comprehensive speech and its correct conclusions.

Speech was made concise for me!
Hadith narrated in Abu Ya'la via Umar, and other books of Hadith with variations in wording.



A BELIEVER'S PREFERENCE FOR THE ARABIC LANGUAGE

Every Holy Book is preserved in the Heavens in Arabic, then revealed in the
language of that the Prophet preached to his people in. The last Prophet
was sent to all of mankind. His preaching in Arabic clearly indicates that it is
the best Ianguage for humanity; the most clear, concise and immutable.
oo (sa3c ol In clear Arabic language (Holy Qurian 26:195)
There are traditions from Umar and Ibn Umar (Allah be pleased with them),
Sl Eygr 6l syl pedSiu Wo dw =l olSi ol oSie cuusl oo
‘Whoever amongst you is proficiently able to speak in Arabic should not
speak in (a foreign language like) Persian for it breeds hypocrisy.
Imam Ibn Taymiyyah (may Allah have mercy on him) takes this literally and
says that Arabic should be the sole language of acts of worship. Forsaking it
in acts of worship or considering it inferior to another language, while it is
one the symbols of Islam and the language of Revelation, indicates a
weakness of faith. Many of the greatest Muslim scholars like Imam Abu
Hanifah and Imam Bukhari were non-Arab but mastered Arabic, being able
to delve into intricacies of the Qur'an and Sunnah. Imam Shafi'ee, despite
being an Arab, studied Arabic for 20 years. Mother of the Believers A’isha
knew 12,000 lines of Labid's poetry by heart. (Allah’s mercy be on them.)



ARABISM IS THROUGH THE ARABIC LANGUAGE

Qais ibn Muttatiah (a Hypocrite) came to a gathering where Salman the
Persian, Suhaib the Roman, and Bilal the Abyssinian were present (Allah
be pleased with them). He remarked, ‘Aws and Khazraj have rendered
some service to this person i.e. the Messenger (peace be upon him) but |
fail to understand what have these people done (to deserve honour).
Mu’adh (Allah be pleased with him) stood, caught him by the neck and
took him to the Prophet and told him what he had uttered. The Prophet
(peace be upon him) stood up in a state of anger, while dragging his
garment (indicating haste), until he entered the Masjid. Then the call was
given, 'Gather for Salah.! He ascended the pulpit, praised Allah and
exalted Him, then said, : : ;
olg 35lg G ully aslg Wl WVlg .aslg <y ol ol . puldl gl asy Lol
oy 569 Ayl alS5 ad plud (s Ledl el Mg b @522V Cuud duy el
‘After praises to Allah (I say): O people! Verily The Lord is One Lord. The
supreme ancestor is one ancestor. The religion is one religion. Arabicness
is not for one of you through father nor through mother. It is a language.

So, whoever speaks Arab, he is an Arabi (person).
Hadith narrated in Mukhtasar Tareekh Dimishq of Ibn Asakir with a Mursal chain.



SUBJECTS STUDIED TO ACQUIRE THE ARABIC LANGUAGE

The study of Arabic philology/literature - llmul Adab - has many branches.

Sarf Nahw
(morphology) (syntax)
Ishtigaq Lughah
(etymology) (lexicology)
Imla’ Insha’ Rasmul Khatt
(spelling/diction) (literary composition) (calligraphy)
Balaghah (rhetoric) which separates into:
Bayan (methods of Badi’ (methods of Ma'ani (methods of
conveying) embellishing) formatting)

Jahili Asha'r (pre-Islamic Arab poetry)
Uroodh (prose) and Qafiyah (metres and rhymes)

There are other branches invented in South-Asia, such as ljra’
(practicing application of I'rab) and Tarkeeb (sentence analysis).



ARABIC CALLIGRAPHY

Arabic calligraphy is unique across the world for being unparalleled in
its artistic expression, geometry and beauty. The oldest script is Kufic.

Naskh /1\ )\ b L u Earty Kufic E?:;'li}‘;
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ACTIVITY

The most ancient form of
writings preserved today are
carvings using a stylus. The
most ancient pens known to
have been used are reed
pens. Can you explain what
these are?

Arabic/Islamic calligraphy is
one of the most unique
forms of art. Each script is
known as a Khat. Each Khat
uses a system of rhombic
dots to form the shape and
typography of a letter. Can
you practice writing your
name in your preferred
script?
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MUSHAF UTHMANI (ALLAH BE PLEASED WITH HIM)

Sayyidina Abu Bakr compiled one official state copy of the Mushaf for
preservation. Sayyidina Uthman had a standardised Mushaf compiled
which was then copied and distributed across the Islamic empire.
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Mushaf Uthmani, known in historical circles as The Samarkand Kufic Qur’an.



TWO ORTHOGRAPHIES OF MASAHIF IN USE TODAY
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MADINAH/ UTHMANI INDO-PAK/SOUTH AFRICAN/MAJEEDI
15 line Mushaf Most often 13 line Mushaf
Naskh font Nasta'leeq font
Better for those who know Arabic. Simplified for those who do not know
Each page ends in an Ayah and each  grammar rules, such as recognising mute
Juz has 20 pages. No Ruku’ signs. letters, Alif and Hamza, when to stop etc.

Please note that as part of the miracle of the Qur’an, all Musahif are the same, corresponding
to Mushaf Uthmani. It is a misnomer to refer to only the Uthmani orthography as Mushaf
Uthmani. Majeedi and Uthmani refer to the names of the respected calligraphers.
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